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The Blade Itself: A Novel

by Marcus Sakey
A debut novel that’s drawn comparison to 
Dennis Lehane, Laura Lippman, and Quentin Tarantino
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A THRILLER
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【簡介】
當你擁有的愈多，失去的也愈多!! 而背叛友情的代價是什麼??

Danny和Evan從小就是好朋友，少年時血氣方剛，偷竊搶劫一起幹過不少壞事。直到發生槍枝走火的意外，傷害無辜路人，兩人的友情開始有了裂痕。Evan被控傷害罪因此入獄服刑，Danny卻完全過者不同的人生。

多年過後，Danny有著正當的職業和論及婚嫁的女友，如同一般人有著成功的事業，幸福的人生。Danny捨掉擺脫過去的生活，而Evan卻必須面對多年的牢獄之災，而他無時無刻都沒忘記發生意外當時，Danny是如何棄他而逃跑。

如今，Evan終於獲釋，在監獄服刑的日子使他樣貌改變的令人不寒而慄，而他決定復仇為自己討回公道……
Danny該如何面對Evan，他要如何才能保護自己與一家人的安全??

槍枝走火，當時真的只是一場單純的意外嗎??
Reviews

"A hard-charging thriller...delivers a kick and leaves no loose ends." 
The New York Times

"The first page turner of 2007...this is how immortality gets started." 
CBS Sunday Morning

"One of this year's best...this literate, complex and wonderfully suspenseful novel marks the arrival of a major player." 
San Diego Union-Tribune

"Sakey's brilliant debut is a must read...the tension ratchets up to almost unbearable levels." 
Publishers Weekly Starred Review

"Snappy writing and a hair-raising climax." 
Entertainment Weekly

"[A] white-knuckle story...[with a] cool, commanding style." 
New York Times Book Review

"Even better than they say." 
Chicago Tribune

"A pitch-perfect novel...Sakey gets everything right." 
Florida Sun-Sentinel

"Few of us remember the debuts of some of today's best genre writers厀ith the publication of Marcus Sakey's first novel, we have the chance to." 
Washington Post

"Truly excellent. Buy it today and read it tonight." 
Lee Child, Bestselling Author of THE HARD WAY

"An astoundingly good writer...the terrifically engaging, poetically structured tale of a man both tortured and tempted by his criminal past." 
San Jose Mercury News

"This amazing debut reminds me why I keep reading. " 
Cleveland Plain Dealer

"Glows like the glaze on Sung porcelain." 
The New York Sun

"Does not merely hint at greatness...this top-shelf crime novel delivers it." 
Bookreporter.com

"[A] terrific first novel." 
The Globe & Mail 

"A claustrophobic experience...had me whipping through the pages. BRAVO. " 
Shots Magazine

"Marcus Sakey. You'll want to remember his name so you can say you read him before he was a big shot." 
Toledo Blade

"Four stars...a great debut in the vein of early Elmore Leonard." 
The Sun 

"This is dark, unruly storytelling that nestles in your mind as if it were your own memories...Sakey's the real deal. " 
Mystery Scene

"A rocket卼aut, involving, and memorable...an original new voice in crime fiction." 
George Pelecanos, Bestselling Author of THE NIGHT GARDENER

"Sakey holds a mirror up to the city and in its reflection captures local as well as universal truths." 
Chicago Sun-Times

"Straight out of the new American noir tradition." 
NPR "All Things Considered"

"Pelecanos hot, Leonard cool...tremendous." 
The Independent (UK)

"Believe the hype." 
Thuglit

"Sakey plays expertly with duality...a hard-boiled fugue on free will and individual responsibility." 
Chicago Reader

"Fast pace, hard action and a vivid Chicago setting make an exciting read." 
Literary Review (UK)

"The concept is clever, the execution enthralling." 
Alfred Hitchcock Mystery Magazine

"A really engrossing novel about crime and punishment." 
Dallas Morning News

"All the hallmarks of true thriller writing — quick pacing, hard-boiled characters and hard crimes." 
Time Out Chicago

"Strikingly good...a strong early candidate for best first mystery novel of 2007." 
Book Page

"A terrifically good debut — streetwise, heartfelt, and exciting. I loved this book." 
T. Jefferson Parker, Bestselling Author of THE FALLEN

"What a thrilling ride debut author Sakey has concocted." 
Library Journal Starred Review

"Gritty and full of tension...sure to launch Sakey to the top of the new crime writers list." 
BookSense

"Amazing...well-written, fast paced....Sure to be one of the best debuts of 2007." 
Independent Mystery Booksellers Association

"Sakey is a writer to watch." 
Booklist

"One of the most stunning and appealing works of fiction I've ever read...the crime debut of the decade." 
Victor Gischler, Author of GUN MONKEYS

"A deft touch." 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

"The best debut I've read in years. Sakey writes like the bastard child of Dennis Lehane and Laura Lippman, and he may be better than both." 
J.A. Konrath, Author of RUSTY NAIL

"A promising start from a writer willing to get deep into a city's grit." 
Kirkus Reviews

"Emotionally engaging from page one. You will not be able to put this down." 
Harry Hunsicker, Author of THE NEXT TIME YOU DIE

"One of the best crime novels, period. Sakey's prose is titanium soul, and all in service of a tragic, exhilarating story you will not stop reading until the pages run out." 
Blake Crouch, Author of LOCKED DOORS

"The story is riveting, the characters rich and textured...utterly convincing. I still have grime under my fingernails just from reading." 
Jeffrey Anderson MD PhD, author of SLEEPER CELL

"The pace of Tarantino and the elegance of Ellroy. Boston has Lehane, D.C. has Pelecanos and now Chicago has its very own dark poet." 
Ken Bruen, Author of THE GUARDS

"Doesn't just live up to advance hype, it blows right past it." 
Sarah Weinman, Confessions of an Idiosyncratic Mind
Description
On the South Side of Chicago, you’re only as strong as your reputation. Danny Carter and his best friend Evan earned theirs knocking over pawnshops and liquor stores, living from score to score, never thinking of tomorrow…until, in the roar of a gun blast, everything changed. 
Years later, Danny has built a new life: a legitimate career, a long-term girlfriend, and a clean conscience. He’s just like anyone else. Normal. Successful. Happy. Until then he spots his old partner staring him down in a smoky barroom mirror... 

Now, with all he loves on the line and nowhere to turn, Danny realizes his new life hinges on a terrible choice: How far will he go to protect his future from his past?
About the Author 
Marcus Sakey is an award-winning advertising writer. While researching The Blade Itself he shadowed homicide detectives, toured the morgue, and learned to pick a deadbolt in sixty seconds. Born in Flint, Michigan, he now lives in Chicago with his wife. Visit his Web site at www.MarcusSakey.com for contests, behind-the-scenes info, and an excerpt of his upcoming novel.
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