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Scottish Best New Writer 
Compare Karen Campbell with Ian Rankin at his best
犯罪驚悚媲美暢銷作家伊恩．藍欽(Ian Rankin)
Karen Campbell
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【作者簡介】

Karen Campbell 曾為重案組警官。由於父母與丈夫同為英國資深警探，Campbell對於營造推理犯罪故事的氣氛、渲染力堪稱一流。

一般犯罪推理小說的寫作風格，有許多深植人心的硬漢角色，而Campbell故事下的女性人物卻是巾幗不讓鬚眉，展現女性警探比男人更強悍的一面。2008年首部作品《THE TWILIGHT TIME》的寫作功力，使她成為經典犯罪小說的暢銷作家。
THE TWILIGHT TIME

by Karen Campbell
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評價: 
分類:  Fiction 

出版日期:  Hardcover - 3 April 2008 / Paperback - 22 Jan 2009

頁數:  339
審閱資料: 樣書
【簡介】
資深警探Anna Cameron，是重大刑事案單位-Flexl的新進警員。 

Cameron上班的第一天，她發現必須與前男友 Jamie一同辦案。而過去Anna總是埋首於追捕惡名昭彰的暴力罪犯，造成過去兩人分手的主因。
Cathy是Jamie的現任妻子，過去也為重案組的警探，但是Cathy為了照顧孩子而放棄警察的工作。如今，Cameron著手調查的犯罪案件，竟然與過去Cathy所承辦但一直找不出線索的犯罪不謀而合，當Cathy企圖再次踏進已經不再從事的行業並與罪犯交涉，多年前的舊案是否能水落石出......
AFTER THE FIRE
by Karen Campbell
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分類:  Fiction 
出版社:  Hodder & Stoughton; First Edition edition (19 Mar 2009)
頁數:  480 pages (Hardcover)
審閱資料: 電子手稿
【簡介】
當一位曾經將許多罪犯逮捕至監獄的警察，如今被控謀殺，他的下場會是如何??
Flexl刑事單位的資深探員Jamie，被媒體目睹殺害一位手無寸鐵的女孩，所有證據皆指向他是最大嫌犯。為了查明殺害女孩的真兇，Jamie被迫遊走法律邊緣。而妻子Cathy (前重案組警探)和前女友Cameron (現任Flexl組員)，會如何幫忙Jamie查出真相......
Reviews for AFTER THE FIRE
The plot is wonderful, the characterisation of a family in crisis is both sharp and sympathetic, and the author does not shy away from examining the less palatable aspects of relations between the police and the public.'(Guardian)
'Bigger than the sum of its parts, and transcending its thriller label, this is a canvas of human nature . . . of love and loss and heartbreak and how ordinary people recover after the fire. If you can contain all this in one novel, and contain it well, that'll be what makes it so good.'(Scotland on Sunday)

'Both a gripping thriller and a moving psychological study, AFTER THE FIRE shows Campbell, herself a former police officer, to be a writer of immense talent and emotional power, and on the brink of huge success.' (Daily Express )

'The characters from Campbell’s blistering debut The Twilight Time return and they bring with them the sharp, perceptive prose and meticulous attention to detail that are fast establishing the author as a literary force to be reckoned with.' (Daily Record )
'Looks set to cement her reputation . . . she handles this topical and gripping tale with expert skill.' (News of the World )

'Raw, real and so evocative you can almost hear the screams. Bang those drums and get the word out... if this debut is a true reflection of her talent then she's going to be huge.' (Daily Record )

'A cracking plot.' (Daily Mail )

'Campbell’s debut is a rare example of a crime novel which, in the energy of the writing and finely observed detail, transcends genre limitations.' (The List )

'powered by stiletto-sharp prose... a pertinent expose of the contamination seeping into lives from prostitution and a drugs economy ruled by money-laundering thugs. But against this background, her story also vividly illustrates the physical and emotional damage caused to police officers by the vile reality of their work.' (The Herald)

'I loved it.. Anna is a great, original character and Karen Campbell has a great way with images.' (Kate Atkinson)

'..enough pace and atmosphere to give the likes of Denise Mina a run for their money.' (Mark Billingham) 

Reviews for THE TWILIGHT TIME
(Kate Atkinson) - When Will There Be Good News
'I loved it.. Anna is a great, original character, the plot fairly whizzes along and Karen Campbell has a great way with images. It seems to me that in crime writing these days (perhaps always) it’s really only the women writers who can do interesting characters AND interesting plot, but then we were multi-taskers ever. I look forward to the next one.' 


(Mark Billingham )
'This is gritty as all hell, shot through with black humour and with enough pace and atmosphere to give the likes of Denise Mina a run for their money. All this and the chutzpah to create a seedy and unpleasant superintendent named Rankin!'

(The Herald )
'THE TWILIGHT TIME, powered by stiletto-sharp prose, is a pertinent expose of the contamination seeping into lives from prostitution and a drugs economy ruled by money-laundering thugs. But against this background, her story also vividly illustrates the physical and emotional damage caused to police officers by the vile reality of their work.' 
(Morning Star )
'I don't remember the last time that I read a police novel which made me feel that I was spying on that world so much. As a bonus, Campbell happens to be a very talented, natural storyteller.' 

(Daily Record )
'Raw, real and so evocative you can almost hear the screams. Bang those drums and get the word out - there's a new writer on the Scottish crime scene and if this debut is a true reflection of her talent then she's going to be huge.' 

(The List )
'Campbell’s debut is a rare example of a crime novel which, in the energy of the writing and finely observed detail, transcends genre limitations' 

(Catriona Macpherson )

'I couldn't stop reading. The slow-burn investigation and the car-crash relationships were absolutely compelling... I loved it.' 
Description
Someone is dead because of Jamie. Yesterday they were alive. When we woke up yesterday and argued about how many pairs of shoes I could take, that person was alive, making coffee maybe. Scratching her arm or yawning in the mirror... 

Newly qualified as a firearms officer, Jamie Worth is called to a domestic disturbance. Events get out of hand, and he shoots and kills a teenaged girl who appears to have been unarmed. Already wracked with guilt, he is horrified when, with the media baying for blood, he is accused of murder. How can a cop survive in prison, when he suddenly finds himself on the wrong side of the law? And how can his wife Cath and ex-lover Anna come to terms with what has happened? From the author of THE TWILIGHT TIME, AFTER THE FIRE is a chilling glimpse of the flipside of life as a law enforcer, written in 'stiletto-sharp prose' (The Herald) by one of the most exciting new voices in crime fiction.

About the Author
Karen Campbell is a former police officer who lives in Glasgow with her family. She began writing in earnest on the renowned Glasgow University Creative Writing course. AFTER THE FIRE is her second novel. 
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