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Oprah’s 25 Books You Can't Put Down for Summer 2009
（歐普拉讀書俱樂部2009夏季必讀25本好書之一）
WSJ 2009 Summer Book List（華爾街日報2009夏季選書）

Jill Ciment has written a great "domestic" thriller – from the reader harstan
“Dorothy the dachshund, on the other hand, bristles with purpose. You can just imagine the workshop exercise — “Write a story in three perspectives: that of two pet owners and their dog” — but Dorothy is a winning character, with a believably canine personality and point of view… To It’s funny what books stick in one’s mind; it doesn’t have to do — precisely, anyway — with how much one oohs and ahs while reading them, but rather with some lasting illumination the writer affords the reader. I doubt I’ll walk through the East Village again without thinking of Alex and Ruth Cohen. Ciment’s short, detailed novel effectively reveals this older twosome to us, this couple whom time and circumstance have prevented us from actually meeting (unless, at that open house?), yet whom we instantly and intimately know.”
–NYT Book Review, Caitlin Macy
 “A brave, generous, nearly perfect novel. . .”

–Los Angeles Times 

“A testament to Ciment’s lauded writing style. . . Heroic Measures will delight eager fans awaiting Ciment’s next work.”

–The Daily Beast 

“It all sounds so ordinary–dogs get sick; people want to move–yet in Ms. Ciment’s delicate hands, these characters become heroic in their small ways.”

–Wall Street Journal (one of WSJ’s summer reading picks) 

“A wry, gentle gem of a novel. . . a lovely read.”

–Christian Science Monitor 

"Read Jill Ciment’s Heroic Measures for its painterly depictions of a rattled city, its deliciously biting satire of media and real estate madness, its tender knowledge of the creaturely ties that bind."
—O Magazine

“Gripping. . . Ciment plays the veterinary, real estate and domestic details like elements of a thriller plot, while the couple’s love for their dog provides heartrending texture—literature with a commercial cross over.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred)
Heroic Measures by Jill Ciment
Hardback / 978-0-375-42522-6 / July 2009
Fiction / 208 pages / Pantheon
Materials: electronic manuscripts 
作者簡介：
Jill Ciment出生於加拿大蒙特婁，著作包括兩本小說《The Tattoo Artist》（刺青師）《Teeth of the Dog》、《The Law of Falling Bodies》、短篇小說集《Small Claims》、回憶錄《Half a life》，曾榮獲兩項紐約州藝術基金會的獎項，獲得藝術家獎助金、國家藝術獎助金等。目前是佛羅里達大學英文系的教授，住在佛羅里達Gainesville。
關於本書：
一輛滿載汽油的卡車被困在紐約曼哈頓的隧道中，所有的紐約客頓時緊張了起來，難道又是一起恐怖攻擊事件？
Alex是一名藝術家，Ruth為退休的學校教師及俄國文豪契訶夫Anton Pavlovich Chekhov的崇拜者，兩人結婚45年膝下無子，只有共同扶養一隻12 歲的小狗Dorothy。不知怎麼回事突然Dorothy的後腿麻痺不能走動，這對的夫妻急忙要送牠到上城區的動物醫院，卻遇到這突如其來的大塞車…而這週末剛好他們正忙於房子的出售，房屋仲介商帶房客在屋子來來去去，也帶來對房子好壞的評價，兩人卻一心焦急著等動物醫院來的電話，電台新聞及街坊也不斷傳來有關隧道爆炸的消息，在就48小時內所有的緊張、焦慮、希望、煩惱頓時匯入兩人的平靜的生活中…
About the author: http://jillciment.com/
Jill Ciment was born in Montreal, Canada. Her books include two novels, Teeth of the Dog and The Law of Falling Bodies; a collection of short stories, Small Claims; and a memoir, Half a Life (available in paperback from Anchor Books). She has been awarded two New York State Foundation for the Arts Fellowships and a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship. Ciment is a professor of English at the University of Florida. She lives in Gainesville, Florida. 
Book Description:
From the author of The Tattoo Artist (“Beautifully written”—Alice Sebold; “Boldly conceived”—The New York Times Book Review), a new novel—taut, moving, accomplished—set in a fraught, post-9/11 New York... about real estate, dog love, and a city on alert. 

A gasoline tanker truck is “stuck” in the Midtown Tunnel. New Yorkers are panicked . . . . Is this the next big attack? 

Alex, an artist, and Ruth, a former schoolteacher with an FBI file as thick as a dictionary, must get their beloved dachshund, whose back legs have suddenly become paralyzed, to the animal hospital sixty blocks north. But the streets of Manhattan are welded with traffic. Their dog, Dorothy, twelve-years-old and gray-faced, is the emotional center of Alex and Ruth's forty-five-year-long childless marriage. Using a cutting board as a stretcher, they ferry the dog uptown.

This is also the weekend that Alex and Ruth must sell their apartment. While house hunters traipse through it during their open house, husband and wife wait by the phone to hear from the animal hospital. During the course of forty-eight hours, as the missing truck driver terrorizes the city, the price of their apartment becomes a barometer for collective hope and despair, as the real estate market spikes and troughs with every breaking news story. 

In shifting points of view—Alex’s, Ruth’s, and the little dog’s—man, woman, and one small tenacious beast try to make sense of the cacophony of rumors, opinions, and innuendos coming from news anchors, cable TV pundits, pollsters, bomb experts, hostages, witnesses, real estate agents, house hunters, bargain seekers, howling dogs, veterinarians, nurses, and cab drivers. 

A moving, deftly told novel of ultrahigh-urban anxiety.
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