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【關於此書】
你知道羅馬帝國的衰敗導致私人財產累積與個人權力高漲? 

你知道羅馬帝國直到19世紀還存在嗎?
由澳洲備受推崇、最具創造力的歷史學家John Hirst以清晰、幽默的寫作帶領讀者發現歐洲文明化(European civilisation)最重要、最豐富、影響最深遠的面向。
歐洲文明化(European civilisation)是歷史上最重要的事件之一，從經濟、思想與文化等面向影響全世界。而歐洲文明化最重要三個因素是古希臘羅馬文化、猶太教與基督教（Judeo-Christian religion）以及侵略羅馬帝國的日耳曼文化（Germanic warrior culture）。

作者以僅約五萬字呈現重要的歐洲歷史，前兩章先概述歐洲歷史，再以不同角度切入分析，如侵略與征服、政治、宗教、語言等。
【關於作者】http://www.latrobe.edu.au/history/staff/hirst.htm
John Hirst是澳洲知名歷史學家與社會評論者。是La Trobe University歷史學者，同時是澳洲電影委員會（Film Australia Board）、國家博物館委員會成員之一。寫過許多書籍，包括《The Sentimental Nation》、《A Republican Manifesto》、《Australia's Democracy》與《Freedom on the Fatal Shore》等。
About the book
An absorbing, big-picture history, full of intriguing examples and anecdotes, from one of Australia's most innovative and original historians.

Did you know that the Fall of Rome gave rise to private property and individual rights? Or that, curiously enough, the Roman Empire still existed in the nineteenth century?

In The Shortest History of Europe, John Hirst takes us on a fascinating journey through antiquity to the Middle Ages and beyond, bringing European civilisation to life in all its peculiarity and exuberance.

He begins with a look at its basis in Greek and Roman learning, Judeo-Christian religion and a Germanic warrior culture. He explains how this unlikely alliance came about and how, over the centuries, it has contributed to the rise and fall of republics, kingdoms and empires. He discusses the hapless crusades and all-conquering longboats, foreign conquest and the origin of languages, as well as the arrival of such figures as the chivalrous knight, the belligerent pope and the enlightened citizen.

Accompanied by lively illustrations and related with clarity and wit, The Shortest History of Europe tells the remarkable story of our shared civilisation.

About the Author
John Hirst is a widely respected historian and social commentator. A former reader in history at La Trobe University, he is a member of the Film Australia Board and the National Museum council. He is the author of numerous books, including The Sentimental Nation, A Republican Manifesto, Australia's Democracy: A Short History, The Australians: Insiders and Outsiders on the National Character since 1770 and Freedom on the Fatal Shore: Australia's First Colony.
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