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將解開考古界最大的謎團--埃及西部傳說中最神秘的沙漠天堂
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【關於作者】
PAUL SUSSMAN自由新聞作者，為許多媒體撰文，如《每日電訊報》(The Daily Telegraph)、《每日快報》(The Daily Express)等。目前是CNN歐洲特約作者。
牛津大學歷史系畢業後，有三年時間他從事多項工作，如掘墓者、建築工人、喜劇漫畫家等。1991年回到英國協助成立The Big Issue magazine。從那時起開始新聞記者的工作至今，著有專欄「In the News」。1997年曾被英國期刊出版商協會(Periodical Publishers Association)提名為「年度最優秀專欄作家」。
現與家人住在英國。對考古學有著極大的熱忱，每年有兩個月的時間在埃及。
作者著有《THE LAST SECRET OF THE TEMPLE》(2002)與《THE LOST ARMY OF CAMBYSES》(2005)，每本書全世界皆熱賣超過2百萬本。作者所有作品版權皆available(皆有電子手稿提供審閱)。
Praise for 《THE LAST SECRET OF THE TEMPLE》
“The intelligent reader’s answer to The Da Vinci Code: a big, fat, satisfying archaeological puzzle.”—The Independent The 50 best books’

Praise for 《THE LOST ARMY OF CAMBYSES》

‘A great adventure, one of the most intriguing mysteries of the past, a great novel masterfully written.’ 《消失的羅馬人》（如果，2008）作者曼弗瑞迪（Valerio Massimo Manfredi）
【關於此書】
全球暢銷作者Paul Sussman最新驚悚好書《神秘綠洲》，故事圍繞著考古界最大的謎團--埃及西部傳說中最神秘的沙漠天堂。此書電影版權正熱烈接洽中。
國際級的登山好手法瑞亞，從美國到開羅參加她姊姊愛利克絲的喪禮。愛利克絲是前CIA探員，住在中東已經15年了。在喪禮上，只有兩個非埃及人出席，一個是菲林教授，埃及古歷史專家，45歲、高大英俊；另一個是退休的英文老師的傑。法瑞亞對於愛利克絲的死因感到質疑，她認為一輩子對針頭與其他尖銳物品感到恐懼，甚至拿筆都有問題的愛利克絲絕對不可能自己注射過量的嗎啡致死。加上一群貝都因人跑到愛利克絲屋中來亂翻，想拿回他們在南部大沙海發現的蘇聯製指南針、照相機與筆記，愛利克絲之前答應若他們找到其他的資料，尤其是蘇聯的，她會給他們報酬。

不只是愛利克絲的死因有問題，她生前的生活也十分可疑，加上愛力克絲屋裡貝都因人找到的東西被盜，一切都指出與愛力克絲生前調查傳說中神秘的沙漠天堂有關。因此法瑞亞向姊姊生前最親近的朋友也一直在尋找埃及沙漠中神秘綠洲的菲林教授求助。他們兩個是否可以查出愛力克絲的死亡真相？是否可以解開埃及西部傳說中最神秘沙漠天堂之謎～
Brilliant Reviews
"Another winner from Paul Sussman  --- hands down one of the best writers of international suspense in the business.  Told with authority and style, excitement melds with adventure --- you can feel the scorching desert heat and the chapping, acrid winds.  The Hidden Oasis offers bone chilling thrills, a flair for the macabre, and off-the-charts suspense.  Superb."  --歷史驚悚小說天王史帝夫．貝瑞（Steve Berry）


‘A rip-roaring gem of a read – you are in for a real treat!’ 世界級驚悚懸疑小說大師蒙德·庫利（Raymond Khoury）

'The Hidden Oasis is that rarest of literary entities: an intelligent, compelling, beautifully written thriller. You will enjoy every page of this breathtaking ride--and the secret at the heart of it will knock the top of your head off.' William Bernhardt, author of the Ben Kincaid series.

About the book

2152 BC, Egypt – As the 94-year reign of pharaoh Pepy ll draws to a close, with the Old Kingdom disintegrating and anarchy slowly engulfing the Nile Valley, fifty priests set out under cover of darkness into the Western Desert, dragging with them a sled on which rests a mysterious object swathed in cloth. Four weeks later, having reached their destination, the priests calmly slit each other’s throats, the last one left alive falling on his own sword.

1988, Georgia, USSR – A plane takes off from a small airfield near the recently decommissioned Mtskheta nuclear research facility, bound for the Sudan. On board, a cargo that will fundamentally tilt the balance of power in the Gulf. Somewhere over Egypt’s Western Desert the plane disappears.
The present, Egypt – A group of Bedouin traveling near the southern edge of the Great Sand Sea discover a dessicated corpse half buried in the dunes. With it they find a Soviet-issue compass, a camera and a notebook on whose pages are scrawled a confused jumble of figures in a script they don’t recognize.


Shortly afterwards doctor Freya Hannan, 32, arrives in Egypt for the funeral of her elder sister Alex, a desert explorer who has lived in the Middle East for the past fifteen years. Recently diagnosed with a degenerative neurological condition, Alex has taken her own life. Freya is met at Luxor Airport by a colleague of her sister’s, a surly Egyptian named Sha’aban al-Baroudi, who drives her the 515 kms to Dakhla Oasis where Alex lived. Only two other non-Egyptians are present at the funeral: Professor Flinders ‘Flin’ Brodie, 45 - tall, rugged, handsome - a world authority on pre-dynastic Egypt; and Jay Mahoney, an avuncular, retired English language teacher. The funeral over, Freya spends the next few days sorting through her sister’s possessions and finding out more about her suicide. As she does so, she becomes increasingly uneasy. How was Alex able to inject herself so neatly with an overdose of morphine when her physical condition made it difficult for her even hold a pencil? Why was the morphine syringe held in her right hand when she was left-handed? And why had she chosen this mode of suicide at all given her lifelong detestation of injections?

When the aforementioned Bedouin turn up at Alex’s home with the objects they have found in the desert, explaining that she had promised to pay them for news of any unusual remains - especially Soviet remains - discovered out in the western wilderness, Freya realizes that it is not only her sister’s death that raises questions, but her life as well.

And when the Bedouin mysteriously disappear, Alex’s home is broken into and the objects stolen, Freya realizes that her own life could depend on finding the answers to those questions. 

About the Author
PAUL SUSSMAN After leaving Cambridge University, where he read history and won a boxing blue, Paul drifted around the world for three years working as, among other things, a gravedigger, a builder, a detergent salesman and a stand-up comedian. In 1991 he returned to England and helped establish The Big Issue magazine. He has worked as a journalist ever since. He co-authored the MOMI Encyclopaedia of Film (Carlton Books, 1996) and gained a cult following with his weekly Big Issue column "In the News", subsequently published in book form by Fourth Estate under the title Death by Spaghetti. In 1997 he was nominated British Columnist of the Year by the Periodical Publishers Association. He has freelanced extensively for, among others, The Daily Telegraph, The Daily Express, The Evening Standard and The Sunday Herald, and has broadcast on Radio 4 and GLR (London Live). 

He currently works as a feature writer for the European bureau of CNN.com. His great passion - aside from writing - is archaeology. He has worked on numerous digs, and for the last three years has spent each October and November working in Egypt's Valley of the Kings as official diarist for The Amarna Royal Tombs Project. The latter is the first expedition in 70 years to be allowed to search for new tombs in the Valley. He is married and lives in London.
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Reviews:
‘This thriller counts as the intelligent reader’s answer to The Da Vinci Code: a big, fat, satisfying archaeological puzzle story’ 

The Independent ‘The 50 best books’

'Not just a tightly-plotted, richly-observed, thought-provoking thriller, but one with a soul. Which is what makes it really special. Paul Sussman doesn't evidently just know what he's writing about; he cares about it, deeply. The compelling mix of tough, page-turning suspense, archaeology, history, and characters caught up in the brutal politics of the Middle East, make this a timely and authentic novel. Paul Sussman builds his story with the meticulous strokes of a craftsman, growing it from a seemingly innocuous death in the shadows of the Pyramids to a discovery that threatens millions of lives. His storytelling comfortably blends historical mystery with unflinching contemporary suspense, all of it told through utterly convincing depictions of setting and character. Inspectors Khalifa and Ben-Roi are heroes of our age: conflicted, harassed, noble and, most crucially, very human. I hope we see more of them very soon.' Raymond Khoury, Author of The Last Templar
‘This is a rip-roaring Indiana Jones-style adventure which provides the perfect summer read for all fans of mystery and adventure’ Bury Free Press
‘Billed as a ‘thrilling, roller coaster ride of an archaeological adventure’ I was pleasantly surprised to find that this book lived up to and beyond those claims.  

Sussman is a Cambridge history graduate cum Valley of the Kings archaeologist cum freelance journalist so, on paper, the perfect set of credentials to write a book in this genre.  Prepar for edge of the seat reading with countless unexpected plot twists that take you by surprise and keep you guessing right up until the final sentence. Though a work of fiction, this is a book that offers perceptive insights into some of the root causes of the Middle East conflict and the potential for fruitful and interesting discussion material for a reading group on a variety of subjects from the nature of prejudice and hatred rooted in upbringing and personal tragedy to much wider issues of race, nation and territory’ New Books Magazine

The resourceful Inspector Khalifa of the Luxor police finds himself in an uneasy alliance with a hard-bitten Israeli detective and a reporter from Palestine in this ambitions, large-scale adventure.  It’s the threat of a long missing ancient artefact which has the capacity to wreck the fragile Middle East peace that ties them together.  Sussman’s fastidious research into the novel’s setting grants everything a solid plausibility, and his millennia-spanning plot (taking in the Crusades, Vichy France, and the Nazi Holocaust) functions as a colourful backdrop to the trials of his protagonists’ The Good Book Guide
‘While Paul Sussman's brilliant novel, THE LAST SECRET OF THE TEMPLE, will be Compared to Dan Brown's eight-hundred-pound gorilla, it is so much more.  The mystery runs deeper, the history more accurate, the suspense drawn to a keener edge.  It also shines a light into a bloody part of the world, where it is hard to tell enemy from friend, and where ancient debts of pain and murder echo to the present.  Here is a thriller on par with the best literature out there.  Challenging, shocking, evocative…it should be required reading during these harsh times.’

James Rollins, New York Times bestselling author of Black Order and The Judas Strain

‘Two for two.  Another sure fire winner from a gifted storyteller.  Hopefully, The Last Secret of the Temple won't be Paul Sussman's last.’

Steve Berry, author of The Romanov Prophecy, The Templar Legacy and The Third Secret

‘The Last Secret of the Temple is a gripping mystery, intricately plotted and eloquently told, with more hairpin turns than the road to Hitler's Berchtesgaden. But more than that, its tale of an ancient artifact and the grudging alliance of an Egyptian detective and Israeli cop is as urgent and meaningful as the best journalism. Paul Sussman’s novel is not just thrilling, it makes the tension and promise of the Middle East heartbreakingly alive.’

William Dietrich, author of Napoleon’s Pyramids
 

‘The Last Secret of the Temple is a brilliant detective novel, hidden within a medieval saga, tucked inside of an archaeological mystery, surrounded by a modern-day Middle-East Terrorist Thriller. Paul Sussman has managed the impossible: a multi-layered quest-- where all the characters are real and alive, and we should expect the completely unexpected.’

Katherine Neville, author of The Eight
“Ambitious, large-scale adventure . . . Sussman’s fastidious research into the novel’s setting grants everything a solid plausibility, and his millennia spanning plot functions as a colourful backdrop to the trials of the protagonists.”—Good Book Guide

此書版權已售: Transworld UK (publication May 2005); Piper Germany; AST Russia; Presses de la Cite France; Plaza y Janes World Spanish and Catalan; Mondadori Italy; Unieboek NL; Metafora Czech Republic & Slovakia; Cappelens Norway; Tiderne Skifter Denmark; Muza Poland; Ulisseia Portugal;  Kadokawa Japan, Wahlstrom & Widstrand Sweden; Bard Bulgaria; Varrak Estonia; Partvonal Hungary; Alma Lithuania; Enigma Croatia; WSOY Finland; Diigisi Greece; RAO Romania; Laguna Serbia; Bertrand Brasil Brazil; Nokhook Thailand, Kontinents Latvia; Lal Kitap Turkey. Audio rights to WF Howes

Product Description
It is Jerusalem, 70 AD. As the legions of Rome besiege the Holy Temple, a boy is given a secret that he must guard with his life. It is Southern Germany, December 1944. Six emaciated prisoners drag a mysterious crate deep into a disused mine. They too give their lives to keep the secret safe - they are murdered by their Nazi guards. It is Egypt, Valley of the Kings, present day. A body is discovered among some ruins. It appears to be an open-and-shut case but the more Inspector Yusuf Khalifa of the Luxor police uncovers about the dead man, the more uneasy he becomes. And his investigation turns out to be anything but routine. Khalifa doesn't know it yet, but he is on the trail of an extraordinary long-lost artifact that could, in the wrong hands, turn the Middle East into a blood bath. It's a dangerous path he's taking - and to make matters worse, he's not alone...From ancient Jerusalem, the Crusades, Cathar heretics and coded medieval manuscripts to the Holocaust, hidden Nazi treasure and the murderous present-day, "The Last Secret of the Temple" is a thrilling, rollercoaster ride of adventure in search of a two thousand year-old mystery and a pulse-pounding race against time. 

From the Back Cover
A two thousand year-old mystery – a pulse-pounding race against time...

Jerusalem, 70 AD. As the legions of Rome besiege the Holy Temple, a boy is given a secret that he must guard with his life...

Southern Germany, December 1944. Six emaciated prisoners drag a mysterious crate deep into a disused mine. They too give their lives to keep the secret safe: murdered by their Nazi guards...

Egypt, Valley of the Kings, the present day. A body is found amongst some ruins. It appears to be an open-and-shut case but the more Inspector Yusuf Khalifa of the Luxor police uncovers about the dead man, the more uneasy he becomes. And his investigation turns out to be anything but routine. Khalifa doesn’t know it yet, but he is on the trail of an extraordinary long-lost artifact that could, in the wrong hands, turn the Middle East into a blood bath. It’s a dangerous path he’s taking – and what’s more he’s not alone.

From ancient Jerusalem, the Crusades, Cathar heretics and coded medieval manuscripts to the Holocaust, hidden Nazi treasure and the murderous present-day, The Last Secret of the Temple is a thrilling rollercoaster ride of an adventure.







