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埃德加.爱伦.坡说过，一本“小书”能“彻底改变……人类的思想”。
这部写爱伦·坡的小说无疑就是！
爱伦·坡，被咒诅的灵魂

POE: A LIFE CUT SHORT 
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【中文簡介】
'to revolutionise, at one effort, the universal world of human thought' it was necessary only 'to write and publish a very little book. Its title should be simple -- a few plain words -- 'My Heart Laid Bare.'’ But -- this little book must be true to its title.
---Edgar Allan Poe
埃德加.爱伦.坡说，一本“小书”能“彻底改变……人类的思想”。一部简单的小说，简单的标题。一部真实的简单的赤裸裸的小说。虽然他从来没有写成，但是他短暂的一生就是这样一部“小书”的写照！
彼得·阿克罗伊德以1984年坡在巴尔的摩的离奇死亡开篇- 没有人知道他从前往巴尔的摩的汽轮上掉下来之后，到六天之后在一家投票站外发现半昏迷谵妄状态的他的中间到底发生了什么事情！神秘的开头奠定了后面描述爱伦.坡短短的充满悲剧色彩的一生的基调。
阿克罗伊德特别善于表现坡漂泊不定、总是处在自我毁灭边缘的状况。
丁尼生曾将坡形容为“美国制造的最具独创性的天才”。
但是阿克罗伊德告诉我们，坡是“被诅咒的诗人、被诅咒的灵魂、流浪者的象征”。
作者非但没有否定这一象征，反而将其美化。“他的一生是沉重的，”阿克罗伊德写道，“他的生活几乎不为人所接受”。 

【埃德加·爱伦·坡】
埃德加·爱伦·坡（Edgar Allan Poe)，十九世纪美国诗人、小说家和文学评论家，在世时长期担任报刊编辑工作。其作品是在任何时代都是“独一无二”的风格。语言和形式精致、优美，内容多样。侦探小说鼻祖、科幻小说先驱之一、恐怖小说大师、短篇哥特小说巅峰、象征主义先驱之一，唯美主义者。受到过爱伦·坡影响的主要人物有：柯南·道尔、波德莱尔、斯特芳·马拉美、儒勒·凡尔纳、罗伯特·路易斯·斯蒂文森、希区柯克、蒂姆·伯顿、江户川乱步等。爱伦·坡最著名的文艺理论是“效果论”。坡力图在自己的作品中先确立某种效果，再为追求这种效果而思考创作。他在《怪异故事集》序中称“自己的作品绝大部分都是深思熟虑的苦心经营”。 

　　爱伦·坡（1809～1849）、安布鲁斯·布尔斯（1842～1914？）和H.P洛夫克拉夫特（1890～1937）并称为美国三大恐怖小说家
【作者簡介】
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彼得·阿克罗伊德，1949年生于伦敦，先后就读于剑桥和耶鲁。他曾为《旁观者》担任多年文学编辑，现为《泰晤士报》首席书评家。《一个唯美主义者的遗言——奥斯卡·王尔德别传》获1984年毛姆奖。作者的重要作品还包括《伦敦大火》、《霍克斯默》(获1985年的韦特布里德奖和《卫报》小说奖)、一部艾略特传记(获1984年韦特布里德奖和海曼因奖)、一部狄更斯传(入围1991年NCR图书奖)。
THE CASEBOOK OF VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN，及THE FALL OF TROY入围2008年法国美第西斯奖（Prix Médicis）奖。
Reviews

'Ackroyd is clearly fascinated by his subject. He makes the reader want to re-read Poe, and indeed to read more of Ackroyd on Poe' Scotland on Sunday 

'Ackroyd is more like a literary spiritualist who summons up the voices of the dead and encourages them to possess his writing... It is as short and sharp as a flick-knife' Daily Telegraph

 

'Admirably captures the heady mix of the esoteric, grotesque and thoroughly modern in Poe' Sunday Times

Description
A fascinating new biography of Edgar Allan Poe (1809—1849) — sure to be another bestselling biography for Peter Ackroyd.

Poe’s life was Gothic, mysterious, theatrical, fatally flawed, original, dark, dazzling, satirical and inventive — in short, an ideal subject for Peter Ackroyd. In fact, Ackroyd’s biography of Poe opens with his end, his final days — no-one knows what happened between the time when friends saw him off on the steamboat to Baltimore and his discovery six days later dying in a tavern. This mystery sets the scene for a short life packed with drama and tragedy (drink and poverty) combined with extraordinary brilliance. Tennyson described him as “the most original genius that America has produced.”

Poe has been claimed as the forerunner of modern fantasy, and credited with the invention of psychological dramas (long before Freud), science fiction (before H.G. Wells and Jules Verne) and the detective story (before Arthur Conan Doyle). He influenced European romanticism and was the harbinger of both Symbolism and Surrealism. Peter Ackroyd claims that Poe found his family among writers — writers not only of his time but of the future generations who were influenced by the power of his imagination.
About the Author 
Peter Ackroyd has written biographies of Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, Dickens, Blake, Thomas More and Shakespeare, as well as short lives of Chaucer, Turner and Newton. A bestselling biographer, historian, novelist and broadcaster, he holds a CBE for services to literature. He was born and brought up in London, where he still lives. Chatto and Vintage are the publishers of his bestselling London: The Biography and Thames: Sacred River.

His future books will be Venice and The English Ghost, as well as new volumes about London, to be published in hardback by Chatto and in paperback by Vintage. 
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