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Winner of Christina Stead Award for Fiction at the 2009 NSW Premier's Awards (Australia)! 南威爾斯總督文學獎得主，獎金高達4萬澳幣！
入圍「澳洲法蘭克林文學獎」（the Miles Franklin Award）決選名單及澳洲「年代時報年度好書」（the Age Book of the Year for Fiction）的新銳作家！
THE GOOD PARENTS by Joan London
Hardback/ 978-0-8021-7057-6 / Grove
Fiction / 368 pages / February 2009
Material: manuscript 

Rights sold:
AUS: Random House (pub April 2008); 
US: Grove (pub February 2009); 
UK: Atlantic (pub October 2009)
關於本書：
Maya，一個年僅18歲的鄉村女孩，獨自搬到大城市墨爾本工作及生活，卻無端捲入上司的感情糾葛中。當她的父母Toni 及Jacob遠從鄉下來探望她時，卻被她的室友告知Maya已經離開了，並且沒人知道她的下落。
Toni 及Jacob找遍整個墨爾本，所有Maya可能出現的地方都找過了，還是尋不見她的蹤影，唯一的線索是她離開前一晚曾打電話給她哥哥，而這件事Maya似乎刻意隱瞞讓她父母知道。Toni 及Jacob也開始回想過去與Maya生活的細節，包含她對未來夢想、人生的看法及所做過的選擇等…
Maya的逃離及失蹤不僅讓所有和她有關係的人都又再度回到過去，而也讓彼此必須面對內心中想要逃離的羈絆… 

作者簡介：
Joan London曾在澳洲出版過廣受好評的短篇故事，之後出版的第一部小說GILGAMESH不僅深受澳洲讀者喜愛，也成功推向海外市場。此外此書曾入圍「澳洲法蘭克林文學獎」（the Miles Franklin Award）決選名單及澳洲「年代時報年度小說獎」（the Age Book of the Year for Fiction）。目前居住在澳洲西部的弗里曼特爾（Fremantle）。
Praise for THE GOOD PARENTS:
"London, who’s Australian, recalls celebrated British stylists — Elizabeth Bowen, William Trevor — and another Aussie native, Shirley Hazzard. Like theirs, London’s language is so lovely, her tone so gentle, that the sadness of her truths is somehow shocking.  ….[Her] dark and lovely work is both a novel of ideas and one of emotions. Here are dangerous currents that pulse beyond control, as well as the great intellectual movements that shape our lives." New York Times Book Review 

"This insightful novel illuminates with seeming ease the fraught relationships among friends, families and entire communities." Publishers Weekly

"London pushes characters towards each other against the forces of nature. The results are as powerful as they are unsettling." Sydney Morning Herald

"West Australian writer Joan London comes across as a perfectionist - one who works slowly but very, very surely. Her collections of short stories and first novel, Gilgamesh, have all been striking, all publicly acknowledged with short-listings and awards and, on the evidence of her new novel, her work is getting better all the time." Adelaide Advertiser

"Novelist and short-story writer Joan London's three previous books have all won important awards. London's first novel, Gilgamesh, was published in 2001, short-listed for the Miles Franklin and won the 2002 The Age Book of the Year fiction prize. The Good Parents is better; it ought to win every prize going." The Australian 

"London, based in Fremantle, is best-known for her short stories, but her first novel GOLGAMESH, was short-listed for the Miles Franklin in 2001 and long-listed for the Orange Prize. THE GOOD PARENTS deserves similar acclaim" - The Herald Sun 

"A marvellous story told by a writer with a profound understanding of human behavior. This is outstanding contemporary fiction" Good Reading Magazine 

"The characters in Joan London’s outstanding The Good Parents are wonderfully drawn, especially Cy, the villain (though he’s more than that). I can see Javier Bardem playing him in the movie; Random House should courier the book to the Coen brothers" Australian Literary Review 
Book Description: 
Maya de Jong, an eighteen-year-old country girl from Western Australia, comes to live in Melbourne and is seduced by her boss, the enigmatic Maynard Flynn. When Maya's parents, Toni and Jacob, arrive to stay with her, they are told by her housemate that Maya has gone away. No one knows where she is or why she left.
As Toni and Jacob wait and search for Maya in Melbourne, everything in their lives is brought into question. They recall the dreams and ideals, the betrayals and choices of their pasts - choices with unexpected and irrevocable consequences.
With Maya's disappearance, the lives of all those close to her come into focus to reveal the complexity of the ties that bind us to one another, to parents, children, siblings, friends and lovers.
 

Haunting and enthralling, The Good Parents is at once a vision of contemporary Australia and a story as old as fairytales; that of the runaway girl. 
About the author: 
Joan London is the author of two prize-winning collections of stories published in Australia. GILGAMESH, her first novel, was short-listed for the Miles Franklin Award and was chosen as the Age Book of the Year for Fiction 2002. She lives in Fremantle, Western Australia. 
歡迎來信索取電子檔！
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