英国十本最佳非小说类图书
之一
THE SUSPICIONS OF MR WHICHER: OR THE MURDER AT ROAD HILL HOUSE by KATE SUMMERSCALE
本书已在英语国家狂销500，000册，并囊括英国图书奖和英国非小说类图书奖双重奖项
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分类：社科 真实事件 时事
英文书名：THE SUSPICIONS OF MR WHICHER: OR THE MURDER AT ROAD HILL HOUSE
作者：KATE SUMMERSCALE
出版社：BLOOMSBURY PUBLISHING PLC
出版年份：April 2008
审阅资料：电子手稿
版权已售：

UK: Bloomsbury (pub April 2008)
US: Walker & Co.
Brazil: Companhia das Letras
France: Bourgois; 
Germany: Bloomsbury
Greece: Patakis
Holland: Nieuw Amsterdam
Israel: Modan
Italy: Einaudi; 
Norway: Gyldendal
Poland: WAB
Russia: AST
Spain: Lumen (Random House Mondadori)
Thailand: Post Publishing.
中文概要：
故事发生在1860年的仲夏夜，Georgian House在Road, Wiltshire的村庄里遗世而独立，一切都显得那么的静谧。百叶窗遮蔽的屋内，Kent一家正睡意沉沉。午夜某时，突然听见狗吠的声音。第二天，一家人醒来，惊悚地发现家中发生了惨绝人寰的谋杀案。案发后，Kent一家还是心有余悸，因为凶手还在他们中间。那个时代最著名的侦探Jack Whicher在案发两星期后前来侦查。他面临着难以想象的艰巨任务：此时陷于悲痛中的Kent家族成员正是他所要调查的对象。此桩谋杀案件令全国唏嘘。而中产阶级家族背后的复杂情况更是令人疑惑不解，处处生疑：有所图谋的佣人，叛逆的孩子，疯狂，嫉妒，孤独，厌恶的情感充斥着整个家族，引来恐慌。但当Whicher最后将真相公布天下之时，更是令无数的人感到震惊疑惑。
这是一个真实死亡故事，曾激起一代文豪的灵感，撰写出经典的谋杀故事—一具尸体，一名侦探，以及一座背后拥有无数秘密的乡下屋子。在本部作品中，Kate Summerscale为读者解开背后的事实真相，将经典案件重现于世人眼前。
Descriptions:
It is a summer’s night in 1860. In an elegant detached Georgian house in the village of Road, Wiltshire, all is quiet. Behind shuttered windows the Kent family lies sound asleep. At some point after midnight a dog barks. The family wakes the next morning to a horrific discovery: an unimaginably gruesome murder has taken place in their home. The household reverberates with shock, not least because the guilty party is surely still among them. Jack Whicher of Scotland Yard, the most celebrated detective of his day, reaches Road Hill House a fortnight later. He faces an unenviable task: to solve a case in which the grieving family are the suspects.The murder provokes national hysteria. The thought of what might be festering behind the closed doors of respectable middle-class homes - scheming servants, rebellious children, insanity, jealousy, loneliness and loathing - arouses fear and a kind of excitement. But when Whicher reaches his shocking conclusion there is uproar and bewilderment.

A true story that inspired a generation of writers such as Wilkie Collins, Charles Dickens and Arthur Conan Doyle, this has all the hallmarks of the classic murder mystery - a body; a detective; and, a country house steeped in secrets. In "The Suspicions of Mr Whicher", Kate Summerscale untangles the facts behind this notorious case, bringing it back to vivid, extraordinary life.
之二
Sunday Times 2009-3月畅销排行榜非小说类第一名的好书!
THE BOLTER by FRANCES OSBORNE
逃逸者
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分类：传记类 传记
英文书名：THE BOLTER
作者：FRANCES OSBORNE
出版社：VIRAGO PRESS
出版年份：Feb 2009
审阅资料：电子手稿

中文概要：

1934年5月25日，星期五，一位41岁的妇人走进克拉里奇饭店的大厅，去见她从未谋面，阔别19年的儿子。
15年前，第一次世界大战结束时，艾迪娜·萨克维尔离开家产万贯的父亲，和一个身无分文男人私奔到非洲，这一举动令当时的上流社会为之震惊。
萨克维尔共离了5次婚，最后离世时枕边还放着初恋的照片。每有一段新的婚姻，她都努力去营造一个全新的自己，但其中一个丈夫在肯尼亚欢乐谷被谋杀却给她留下“女祭司”的烙印。萨克维尔的生活被认为是一则丑闻，因而一直被家人所保密。如今，她的曾孙女弗兰西斯·奥斯本回顾了这个关于背叛和心碎的传奇故事，描绘了一幅20世纪初期上流社会的缤纷图画。

Descriptions

On Friday 25th May, 1934, a forty-one-year-old woman walked into the lobby of Claridge’s Hotel to meet the nineteen-year-old son whose face she did not know. 
Fifteen years earlier, as the First World War ended, Idina Sackville shocked high society by leaving his multimillionaire father to run off to Africa with a near penniless man.
An inspiration for Nancy Mitford’s character The Bolter, painted by William Orpen, and photographed by Cecil Beaton, Sackville went on to divorce a total of five times, yet died with a picture of her first love by her bed. Her struggle to reinvent her life with each new marriage left one husband murdered and branded her the ’high priestess’ of White Mischief’s bed-hopping Happy Valley in Kenya. 
Sackville’s life was so scandalous that it was kept a secret from her great-granddaughter Frances Osborne. Now, Osborne tells the moving tale of betrayal and heartbreak behind Sackville’s road to scandal and return, painting a dazzling portrait of high society in the early twentieth century.

About the Author:
Frances Osborne worked as a barrister and investment research analyst before becoming a full-time writer. Both as Frances Osborne and under her maiden name, Frances Howell, she has written for the Daily Telegraph, The Times, The Independent and Moneyweek. She has also written for the Sunday Times, The Daily Mail, The Spectator and Vogue. She is currently working on her debut novel, due to be published in 2010.
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弗兰西斯·奥斯本（Frances Osborne），在成为全职作家前做过律师，投资研究分析员，她目前为《每日快讯》，《泰晤士报》，《独立报》和《理财周刊》写稿。同时也为《周日时报》，《每日邮报》，《旁观者》，《时尚》供稿。她现正忙于自己的首部小说，预计2010年出版。

Praises:
Truly interesting. Osborne paints an enthralling portrait of upper class English life just before, during and immediately after the Great War. Frivolous, rich, sexy, achingly fashionable . . . Frances Osborne has probably made her peace at last.’---Robert McCrum, Observer 

’Passionate and headstrong, Lady Idina was determined to be free even if the cost was scandal and ruin. Frances Osborne has brilliantly captured not only one woman’s life but an entire lost society.’---Amanda Foreman 
‘The Bolter is a biographical treat’---Kerry Fowler, Good Housekeeping 
’Rich, title, witty, beguiling, Lady Idina Sackville had all the gifts, except, perhaps, judgement. Frances Osborne has written an enthralling account of a dazzling, troubled, life.’---Julian Fellowes, Mail on Sunday 
’This is a truly astonishing book. Frances Osborne has not just brought to life a dizzyingly rich and scandalous slice of social history, she has produced a tragic and deeply moving tale as well. It is far more gripping than any novel I have read for years’---Antony Beevor 
‘Osborne is a graceful writer, excellent at evoking the atmosphere of London during the First World War and Happy Valley in the Twenties. Her judgement is pitch-perfect, never letting Idina off the hook but at the same time sympathetic towards her, and she skilfully captures the myriad twists and turns of a turbulent life.’---Christopher Silvester, Daily Express 
‘Frances Osborne has produced a racy romp underpinned by some impressive research. She understands the period and the world she describes.’---Selina Hastings, Sunday Telegraph 
‘The Bolter is the real Idina’s story told by her great-grand-daughter Frances Osborne. It whirls the reader through the London social scene during the First World War and the decadence of Kenya’s Happy Valley via Idina’s five marriages and innumerable love affairs. I loved it.’---Alice O’Keeffe, Amazon 
‘A bewitching character brilliantly painted’---Easy Living

