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CROSSING HITLER: THE MAN WHO PUT THE NAZIS ON THE WITNESS STAND by BENJAMIN CARTER HETT
审判希特勒---将纳粹推上证人席的律师
本书荣获2007 Fraenkel Prize现代杰出历史作品奖项
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【简介】
在1931年的Eden Dance Palace（一桩有关四个暴风突击队的成员杀死两个工人的案件）审判中，Hans Litten对希特勒进行了持续三小时之久的严厉拷问，将他逼入绝境。这种前所未有的侮辱让希特勒大为震怒。此时，希特勒却尝试着要和他的暴风突击队划清界限，但勇敢果断的Litten揭露了希特勒的真实意图，挑战了纳粹的野心。
两年之后，纳粹夺取了政权。Litten的家人和朋友们敦促他逃到国外去，但是Litten留下了，并在不久之后被遣送到集中营，在这段艰苦的日子里，Litten将全部的注意力集中在翻译中世纪德国诗歌上，与他人分享家人寄来的金钱和食品，教授工人阶级朋友艺术和文学。在达考，犹太囚犯每次被关押在军营里长要达几星期之久，是Litten背诵的伟大诗歌抚平了他们受伤的心灵，让他们保持正常清醒。长达五年的折磨和辛勤苦作，以及一次以失败告终的逃脱让Litten放弃了活下去的勇气。Litten的故事是桩悲剧，但正如Benjamin Hett书中所述，这是一个有关救赎的故事。
这是首部详细描述Litten的作品，本书还记述了魏玛共和国时期的动荡岁月，以及1933年纳粹执政后所引起的巨大恐慌。
Descriptions:

During a 1931 trial of four Nazi stormtroopers, known as the Eden Dance Palace trial, Hans Litten grilled Hitler in a brilliant and merciless three-hour cross-examination, forcing him into multiple contradictions and evasions and finally reducing him to helpless and humiliating rage (the transcription of Hitler’s full testimony is included.) At the time, Hitler was still trying to prove his embrace of legal methods, and distancing himself from his stormtroopers. The courageous Litten revealed his true intentions, and in the process, posed a real threat to Nazi ambition.
When the Nazis seized power two years after the trial, friends and family urged Litten to flee the country. He stayed and was sent to the concentration camps, where he worked on translations of medieval German poetry, shared the money and food he was sent by his wealthy family, and taught working-class inmates about art and literature. When Jewish prisoners at Dachau were locked in their barracks for weeks at a time, Litten kept them sane by reciting great works from memory. After five years of torture and hard labor-and a daring escape that failed-Litten gave up hope of survival. His story was ultimately tragic but, as Benjamin Hett writes in this gripping narrative, it is also redemptive. "It is a story of human nobility in the face of barbarism."
The first full-length biography of Litten, the book also explores the turbulent years of the Weimar Republic and the terror of Nazi rule in Germany after 1933. 
Winner of the 2007 Fraenkel Prize for outstanding work of contemporary history, in manuscript. To be published throughout the world. 
作者简介：

Benjamin Carter Hett曾担任过辩护律师，现在是Hunter College历史系的副教授，作品Death in the Tiergarten就是出自作者手笔。他现居于纽约市。
About the Author:

A former trial lawyer, Benjamin Carter Hett is now Associate Professor of History at Hunter College and the author of Death in the Tiergarten. He lives in New York City.
Praises:

"Hett has written a riveting account of Litten’s life."---Jewish Book World
"Hett’s well-researched history is an excellent introduction, and a creepy reminder of the insidious power of evil."---Dick Cady, ForeWord Magazine
"Hett adroitly explains the workings of the Weimar legal system and challenges the conventional wisdom that the German legal profession was, prior to 1933, so right wing that its transition to Nazism was an easy and logical step.... Recommended for all libraries."---Library Journal 

