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MENTORS, MUSES AND MONSTERS
30 Writers on the People Who Changed Their Lives
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關於本書：
你知道身為一個作家是如何決定其寫作的志向嗎？你是否有想過他們為何能寫此如此動人的故事？是不是也好奇這些作家背後故事？作者邀請30位當代作家寫下影響自己最重要的人生故事，其中包含多位普立茲獎及國家書卷獎得主：
Joyce Carol Oates 喬伊斯．卡洛．奧茲/《狂野的夜！》（Wild Nights!） 
Michael Cunningham麥可‧康寧漢/《試驗年代》（改編電影名為《時時刻刻》Specimen Days）
Jay Cantor傑伊‧坎特/《切‧格瓦拉之死》（The Death of Che Guevara）
Mary Gordon瑪麗‧高登/《聖女貞德》（Joan of Arc）
Anita Shreve安妮塔‧雪瑞佛/《水之重》（The Weight Passion）
Jane Smiley 珍‧斯邁利 /《狄更斯：尋找救贖與幸福的小說家》（Charles Dickens）; 《千畝園》(A Thousand Acres) 
Jonathan Safran Foer強納森．薩法蘭．佛耳/《啥都瞭了》（Everything Is Illuminated）
Julia Glass茱莉亞‧葛拉絲《三個六月天》(Three Junes )
Denis Johnson丹尼斯‧強森/《煙樹》（Tree of Smoke）
Lily Tuck莉莉．塔克/《來自巴拉圭的情人》（The News from Paraguay）
Edmund White艾德蒙．懷特/《已婚男人》（The Married Man）

Caryl Phillips卡萊爾‧菲利浦斯/《最後的旅途》（A Distant Shore）
作者簡介：
Elizabeth Benedict不僅是為傑出的小說家，也具有記者、教師等身份，著有五本小說及寫作相關的作品等，首部小說Slow Dancing更入圍1985年美國國家書卷講，而最近的著作The Practice of Deceit被波士頓全球報給以下的評語：「a wickedly funny literary suspense novel" that is "wry, at times heartbreaking, always smart and entertaining.」
Book Description: 
When novelist Elizabeth Benedict had the idea to ask some of today’s best fiction writers to tell us who had inspired them way back when, she had no idea it would be an offer they could not refuse. Within weeks, dozens of award-winning, bestselling writers said Yes, they wanted to contribute to this first collection ever of its kind.  The result is 30 remarkable essays about the people who changed their lives.  Many of the writers are looking back at themselves at a tender age when something powerful happened to them, a moment when an authority figure saw talent in them, or when they came to believe they possessed it themselves–and their wobbly lives changed direction and velocity. They knew, in a way they hadn’t before, where they were headed. Contributors include two Pulitzer Prize winners, and six National Book Award winners: Joyce Carol Oates, Michael Cunningham, Jay Cantor, Mary Gordon, Anita Shreve, Jane Smiley, Jonathan Safran Foer, Julia Glass, ZZ Packer, Denis Johnson, Lily Tuck, John Casey, Edmund White, Caryl Phillips, Sigrid Nunez, Alexander Chee, and 14 others.  Their subjects include: Donald Barthelme, Bernard Malamud, Susan Sontag, Gordon Lish, Annie Dillard, Alice Munro, Virginia Woolf, Elizabeth Hardwick, James Alan McPherson, John Hawkes, Harold Brodkey, and Peter Taylor. 
About the author: www.elizabethbenedict.com/
Elizabeth Benedict is a highly regarded novelist, journalist, teacher of creative writing, editor, and writing coach. She has published five acclaimed novels, a classic book on writing fiction, and hundreds of reviews, essays, and magazine articles. She is the editor of the upcoming anthology, Mentors, Muses & Monsters: 30 Writers on the People Who Changed Their Lives (November 2009 Free Press/Simon & Schuster).

Her novels have established her reputation as a writer who "specializes in the subterranean currents of modern relationships, the secret motivations and betrayals that underlie everyday interactions." Hallie Ephron in the Boston Globe called her most recent novel, The Practice of Deceit "a wickedly funny literary suspense novel" that is "wry, at times heartbreaking, always smart and entertaining. "Newsday's reviewer said that Benedict's "wit is as sharp as her eye, and twice as fast. She writes the hard, horrifying truth about human nature, and it is addictively entertaining." Fresh Air's Maureen Corrigan chose her previous novel, the bestseller Almost, as one of her top five novels of 2001.

Her first novel, Slow Dancing, published in 1985, was shortlisted for the National Book Award. She is also the author of several other novels and of a classic book, The Joy of Writing Sex, which is used widely in writing programs. She's taught fiction and non-fiction writing at Barnard, the New School, Princeton, the Iowa Writers' Workshop, Swarthmore College, and MIT and has written for many publications, including The Huffington Post, The Rumpus, The New York Times, Salmagundi, Esquire, Tin House, Harper's Bazaar, and The American Prospect.
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