Vincent Lin [vincent-lin@bigapple1-taipei.com] 8228-7211#103
[image: image1.jpg]OURSELVES

1Y




GREED by Richard Girling
Paperback/ 978-0-3856-1328-6 / March 2009
Non-fiction / 368 pages / Doubleday
Material: manuscript 
關於本書：
人性中「自私」及「貪婪」的本質讓人類能不斷的從遠古時代生存下，它們成為了我們必備的求生工具，及進步的驅動力，但過度的運用也讓我們陷入如地獄般的深淵中。「貪婪」過度操縱我們人類，造成在倫敦出現一個賣英鎊85（合台幣4,405元）的三明治、在曼谷吃一頓全球最貴的晚餐要價17,563英鎊（合台幣910170元）及一份日薪13,000的足球教練合約等，另外它也造成某些特有現象及事件如：肥胖症、美國攻打伊拉克、基因改造食物等。作者在本書中將以多方面的角度，探討「貪婪」對人類帶來的正面及負面的影響，當然，目的無非是要提醒我們「欲壑難填」的嚴重後果！
作者簡介：
Richard Girling為英國《星期日時報雜誌》資深專欄作家。2002年入選「英國媒體獎」的年度專題作家，也曾擔任英國政府文化及環境部門的諮詢顧問，先前著作包括如：Rubbish! (2005), Sea Change(2007)等
Book Description: 
Selfishness and greed have been our tools of survival from the very beginning, ever since our earliest forebears climbed down from the trees and set off across the savannah in search of God. Evolution has given us an instinct that is as crucial to our survival as fear or sex but, in the third millennium, greed has become a juggernaut that is steering out of control:

· The world's most expensive sandwich = £85, London.
· The world's most expensive dinner = £17,563, Bangkok.
· A sacked national football coach waiting out his contract = £13,000 a day.

The world cannot go on fulfilling the demands we make of it but the juggernaut is showing no signs of slowing down. And yet we can still appreciate the genius of those whose ambitions have created works of art, gourmet food, brilliant technologies . . . 

Spanning across a whole range of issues including obesity, American evangelism, the Iraq war and GM food, Greed is not just a lament for lost innocence or an assault on the fat cats - it's also a celebration of all that greed has prompted us to achieve. It began as a primitive instinct but greed has become a driving force so powerful it is capable of over-riding everything in its path.
About the author: 
Richard Girling was editorial manager of the Sunday Times Magazine, had a regular column for the Daily Telegraph during the 1990s, and is now a senior feature writer on the Sunday Times Magazine - contracted to write a minimum 8 cover stories and/or major features a year. He is the author of THE VIEW FROM THE TOP, an illustrated guide to the structure and history of the British landscape (Little, Brown 1997), and was a major contributor to the Readers' Digest social history of the 20th century, YESTERDAY'S BRITAIN. He has edited seven Sunday Times books. He won the Evian Award in 1989 for a special issue of ST Magazine on the medical effects of alcohol and, in 2002, the Specialist Writer of the Year at the UK Press Awards. He has also been shortlisted for Journalist of the Year in the 2008 Press Gazette Environmental Press Awards. 

He has been a consultant to the former Department of the Environment and the Department of Culture, Media and Sport and author of campaigns for the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE). He is currently a trustee of the Tree Council. 

Reviews:

Richard Girling's Greed is a book to curl up with . . . also curling your lip and maybe your fists as well. Beware though, he has one or two surprises in store . . .
Classic FM
In many circumstances, greed . . . is good. Without it, we could say goodbye to most of mankind's finest achievements. However, in the course of his wide-ranging and brilliantly written polemic, which succeeds in throwing new light on subjects as diverse as the obesity epidemic, footballers' wages, looming demographic crises in Europe, the manipulative powers of the International Monetary Fund and the human cost of cheap bananas, Girling demonstrates just why we need to keep the monster firmly on the leash.
Sunday Times
His observations are insightful.
Daily Telegraph
Some cracking sections . . . there’s stuff to make your jaw drop . . . Girling also has a very good ear for the telling quotation.
Sam Leith Daily Mail
每日中文書訊請上以下大苹果網站查詢
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