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《為你祈禱》

PRAYERS FOR SALE 

Sandra Dallas
Indie Next Pick, May 2009
MAIN SELECTION for BARNES & NOBLE RECOMMENDS
世界最大的連鎖書店Barnes & Noble, Inc.將Sandra Dallas 的《Prayers for Sale》選為「主要推薦」（Main Selection）！！成為Barnes & Noble的「主要推薦」是經過該公司全國100家書店所選出” 最令人愛不釋手”的書籍。先前獲此殊榮的書籍都登上紐約時報暢銷排行榜，如《第十三個故事》、《雙重束縛》、《龍紋身的女孩》等。
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【關於作者】

Sandra Dallas在丹佛大學畢業後，在美國《商業週刊》（BusinessWeek）擔任記者，並在《商業週刊》工作超過25年，該雜誌第一位女性區域主管。

《Prayers for Sale》是她的第八本小說。曾被《Vogue》雜誌譽為”美國最經典的代表之一”。作品常探究忠誠、友誼與人類尊嚴等主題，曾翻譯超過12國語言。小說作品《New Mercies》曾獲West Willa Award，兩次以《The Chili Queen》與《Tallgrass》獲得America Spur Award。除此之外曾入圍科羅拉多圖書獎、Mountain and Plains Booksellers Assn. Award與四次West Willa Award決選。

著有10本非小說，《Sacred Paint》曾獲National Cowboy Hall of Fame Western Heritage Wrangler Award，《The Quilt That Walked to Golden》獲獨立書商所頒發的美國富蘭克林獎（Benjamin Franklin Award）。

St. Martin’s出版社將於2010年與2011年陸續出版Sandra Dallas的新書《Whiter Than Snow》與《The Bride’s House》。
Book Reporter作者專訪http://www.bookreporter.com/authors/au-dallas-sandra.asp#view090417
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Prayers for Sale
•

Tallgrass-- America Spur Award
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 (33)
審閱資料：電子檔
作者網站：http://www.sandradallas.com/
作者的第八本小說《Prayers For Sale》，描繪關於不同世代兩個女人間極為特別與感人的情誼。伴隨者令人驚訝的轉折與情節發展，作者對於主角對於生命的悲痛與人性有著極為細緻的描寫。

1936年，科羅拉多洛磯山脈的中天鵝小鎮，下著雪的寒冷夜晚，17歲的妮特佇足在”幫忙祈禱”（Prayers For Sale）的立牌前，韓妮看著屋外，不禁對這個年輕女孩產生興趣。這兩個女人將為彼此的人生帶來巨大的改變…
86歲的韓妮一直被女兒催促下山一起生活，女兒擔心在山上生活逐漸老邁的母親。但韓妮總覺得下山就是承認生命走到盡頭。年輕的妮特剛剛與丈夫搬來這個挖金的小鎮，但1930年代經濟大蕭條時期讓他們的生活十分困難，且妮特剛剛失去她心愛的胎兒～ 看著妮特不禁讓韓妮想起了她的青春歲月與過往，原來年少時她新婚的丈夫在內戰時失蹤，也曾失去摯愛的孩子…
在這個艱難的時代，堅強走過人生苦難的韓妮將如何幫助年少無助又傷心的妮特？而韓妮則是獲得機會在下山前重新檢視自己漫長的人生，解決她人生中的秘密！在兩人不可思議的友誼中，她們都將得到溫暖……
From Reviewers 
This satisfying novel will immediately draw readers into Hennie and Nit lives, and the unexpected twists will keep them hooked through to the bittersweet denouement. --Publishers Weekly 

Like the lives narrated, this novel, by the author of Tallgrass, runs the gamut of heartache, hardship, and happiness. --Booklist ***starred Review***

Forgiveness and redemption are the themes of this gentle novel about hardscrabble lives. --Kirkus Reviews

Book Reporter Rivew
About the Book
Prayers for Sale is an unforgettable tale of a friendship between two women, one with surprising twists and turns, and one that is ultimately a revelation of the finest parts of the human spirit. In her latest novel, acclaimed author Sandra Dallas tells the story of a fiercely independent 86 year-old woman facing her final days of living alone in a small Colorado town.  
Hennie Comfort is eighty-six and has lived in the mountains of Middle Swan, Colorado since before it was Colorado.  Nit Spindle is just seventeen and newly married.  She and her husband have just moved to the high country in search of work.  It's 1936 and the depression has ravaged the country and Nit and her husband have suffered greatly.  Hennie notices the young woman loitering near the old sign outside of her house that promises "Prayers For Sale".  Hennie doesn't sell prayers, never has, but there's something about the young woman that she's drawn to.  The harsh conditions of life that each have endured create an instant bond and an unlikely friendship is formed, one in which the deepest of hardships are shared and the darkest of secrets are confessed.  

  

Sandra Dallas has created an unforgettable tale of a friendship between two women, one with surprising twists and turns, and one that is ultimately a revelation of the finest parts of the human spirit.     

From Barnes & Noble

A Selection of Barnes & Noble Recommends
On a cold, snowy evening, a young woman lingers in front of a house pondering a sign that reads, Prayers for Sale.? Inside, an elderly widow, Hennie Comfort, watches and wonders before stepping outside to greet her reluctant visitor. So begins this engrossing tale of a wise older woman with a lifetime of stories to tell, and a 17-year-old with prayers that need answers. Set in 1930s Colorado, it抯 a novel in which the drama, humor, and passions of one very full life are stitched, with love and understanding, into the fabric of another. 

Eighty-six-year-old Hennie has lived in Middle Swan, a gold-mining town in the Rockies, since before Colorado was a state. Nit has recently arrived in town with her husband and her grief, reminding Hennie of her own youthful hopes and sorrows. Finding common ground in their Southern heritage and a love of quilting, an unlikely friendship blossoms as Hennie captivates Nit with vivid memories that reach back to the mid-1800s. here something about stitching together,? Hennie confides, hat draws a woman out.? 

As they sew, Hennie recounts her childhood in Tennessee and her tragic marriage to her sweetheart Billy, soon to be lost to the Civil War. She relives the death of their only child and her journey, by wagon train, across the country to start life anew with a man she never met. She recalls the unexpected blessing she discovered upon her arrival in Middle Swan and describes the lively cast of gamblers and moonshiners, quilters and oiled doves? she has come to know. Summoning the feelings, dreams, and satisfactions of Hennie years of experience as a woman, mother, and wife, these stirring yarns serve as a healing balm for the lonely, anxious Nit -- and help her piece together a new beginning for her own family. 

Just as Hennie tales weave a many-hued cloak of mountain wisdom for the benefit of her young friend, so Sandra Dallas creates for us -- through a deft blend of historical detail, authentic voices, quilting lore, and, last but not least, emotional truths -- a vibrant quilt of heartbreaking incident and heartwarming compassion. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Award-winning author SANDRA DALLAS was dubbed “a quintessential American voice” by Jane Smiley, in Vogue Magazine.  Sandra’s novels with their themes of loyalty, friendship, and human dignity have been translated into a dozen foreign languages and have been optioned for films.


A journalism graduate of the University of Denver, Sandra began her writing career as a reporter with Business Week.  A staff member for twenty-five years (and the magazine’s first female bureau chief,) she covered the Rocky Mountain region, writing about everything from penny-stock scandals to hard-rock mining, western energy development to contemporary polygamy.  Many of her experiences have been incorporated into her novels.  

While a reporter, she began writing the first of ten nonfiction books.  They include Sacred Paint, which won the National Cowboy Hall of Fame Western Heritage Wrangler Award, and The Quilt That Walked to Golden, recipient of the Independent Publishers Assn. Benjamin Franklin Award.

Turning to fiction in 1990, Sandra has published eight novels, including Prayers For Sale. Sandra is the recipient of the Women Writing the West Willa Award for New Mercies, and two-time winner of the Western Writers of America Spur Award, for The Chili Queen and Tallgrass. In addition, she was a finalist for the Colorado Book Award, the Mountain and Plains Booksellers Assn. Award, and a four-time finalist for the Women Writing the West Willa Award.

The mother of two daughters—Dana is an attorney in New Orleans and Povy is a photographer in Golden, Colorado—Sandra lives in Denver with her husband, Bob.

Author’s Note 

In 1963, I moved to the Colorado mining-town-turned-ski-resort of Breckenridge, as a bride. The gold dredges that had once operated in Summit County were shut down long before I arrived, but the town still lived under the shadow of the gold boats. Many of the men who had worked on the dredges lived there yet. Two Breckenridge writers, novelist Helen Rich and poet Belle Turnbull, had captured the dredging years in their evocative books, published in the 1940s and 1950s.  Helen and Belle encouraged me to write about Summit County.  In fact, I still have a letter in my files from Helen in which she says, “I feel quite sure about you and you have the grace to grow…As you have found out the stuff out of which such books are made has to seep into a person.”  The letter was written in 1967.  The seeping took some 40 years, until I realized I could combine Breckenridge and its dredges with another idea I’d had for a long time.  That was to write a sort of updated version of Eliza Calvert Hall’s Aunt Jane of Kentucky, a group of short stories told by a quilter, first published a hundred years ago. I liked the idea of playing the warmth and comfort of quilts against the harshness and brutality of the dredges.

So Prayers For Sale (the title comes from a sign I read about in the WPA slave narratives; a former slave stuffed his pockets with prayers and carried around a sign advertising them for sale) began as a series of connected short stories. My agent suggested that the stories would be better as a novel, and as I had gotten caught up in the life of the storyteller, Hennie Comfort, I agreed.  I loved the idea, incidentally, of bringing in characters from my other books—Zepha from The Persian Pickle Club, Emma and Ned from The Chili Queen, Marion Street from Buster Midnight’s Café, and especially Tom Earley from The Diary of Mattie Spenser.  I’d intended that he would have only a walk-on role in Prayers For Sale, but Tom had a better idea.

TALLGRASS: A NOVEL
Sandra Dallas
BookSense Pick, April 2007

Winner Audie Award for Best Fiction Audiobook

Winner Audie Award for Best Female Narrator/Audiobook

Winner 2008 Western Writers of America Spur Award for Best Western Short Novel
Named a Best Audio Book of 2007 by AudioFile Magazine

Nominee, Young Adult Library Services Association's [YALSA] 2008 Best Books for Young Adault
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Paperback: 336 pages
出版社：St. Martin's Griffin; 1st edition (February 5, 2008)
ISBN-13: 978-0312360207
Amazon評鑑：[image: image3.png]


 (36)
此書是美國著名作家Sandra Dallas的精彩傑作，她也是當代最具優勢的作家。此書深深打動人心，亦獲得許多獎項與好評。
在第二次世界大戰期間，一個家庭因為美國政府放開了日本的戰俘集中營--TALLGRASS而變得雞飛狗跳，混亂不堪。一個年輕的女孩被謀殺後，所有人都把目標投向新來的人，包括那些陌生的闖入者們。本書的主人公Rennie Stroud,她剛剛十三歲，像她父親曾經告訴過她的那樣，美好的生活應該剛剛開始，應該充滿了光明和公證。但事事難料，所有的事情都與她想像中的背道而馳。她發現了許多非常令人心寒的秘密。此書是集謀殺和歷史因素與一體的小說。也揭露了人有最陰暗的一面，也有最美好的一面。此書也是一本很好的反映1940年代歷史的好小說。讀後一定會讓人久久無法平靜。
Review
“Tallgrass will undoubtedly draw apt comparisons with such novels as To Kill a Mockingbird and Snow Falling on Cedars. Sandra Dallas has penned a poignant novel that is not just about a young woman’s coming of age, but also about the battle of reasonable people against unreasoned fear and prejudice. A powerful story whose strength is firmly rooted in its respect for language, its depth of character, and its marvelous evocation of place and time, Tallgrass has all the elements of an American classic.” --William Kent Krueger, author of the prize-winning Corcoran O’Connor mystery series

“Sandra Dallas is a true American Voice. She writes of small towns within a big landscape. And Tallgrass speaks to a time in our history when prejudice and fear fueled passions that divided family and friends. And yet, always, Dallas writes of the human spirit that soars above it all.” --Gail Tsukiyama, author of Dreaming Water

“Deftly capturing regional voice as well as period detail, Sandra Dallas weaves a vivid portrait of a Colorado farm town unsettled by change and divided by mistrust on the World War II home front. Tallgrass is a compelling and genuinely moving novel that will keep readers guessing until the last page.” --Jennifer Chiaverini, author of Circle of Quilters

“Tallgrass is a must-read for every American. . . . Sandra Dallas captures the feelings of people in eastern Colorado, a part of the great American plains. Residents thought they were isolated from the great global conflict, but the winds of change deposited one of the internment camps in their midst. What a setting for a novel!” --former congresswoman Pat Schroeder, president and chief executive officer of the Association of American Publishers (AAP)

“A profoundly moving story, told from the viewpoints of victims and witnesses, that hits the reader with insights into the human side of a barely remembered national tragedy of World War II.” --Bill Hosokawa, author of Nisei

“A rich and unforgettable story . . . With astonishing deftness, Sandra Dallas evokes a part of our history that we might wish to forget, and she does it in such a way that we understand why it is important to remember.” --Margaret Coel, author of The Drowning Man

“Even the barbed wire can’t contain the characters in this novel. They escaped from the story to live in my mind long after I put down the book. With their hopes and dreams and dilemmas, they seem made of flesh and blood.” --Iain Lawrence, author of The Wreckers

“A moving tale of maturation . . . Fear and prejudice threatens a small Colorado town in World War II, but goodness and mercy abound in a young heroine every bit as appealing as To Kill a Mockingbird’s Scout.” --Angela Hunt, author of Magdalene and The Elevator

“Tallgrass is a coming-of-age novel in that classic tradition, and perhaps the author’s most stellar achievement in this book is her creation of young Rennie Stroud, the novel’s memorable young narrator, a frank and watchful girl burdened by her own kind heart.” --Michael Raleigh, author of In the Castle of the Flynns
--This text refers to the Hardcover edition. 

Product Description
During Word War II, a family fnds life turned upside down when the government opens a Japanese internment camp in their small Colorado town. After a young girl is murdered, all eyes (and suspicions) turn to the newcomers, the interlopers, the strangers. 

This is her town as Rennie Stroud has never seen it before. She has just turned thirteen and, until this time, life has pretty much been what her father told her it should be: predictable and fair. But now the winds of change are coming and, with them, a shift in her perspective. And Rennie will discover secrets that can destroy even the most sacred things.

Part thriller, part historical novel, Tallgrass is a riveting exploration of the darkest---and best---parts of the human heart.  

THE PERSIAN PICKLE CLUB
"A colorful exploration of Depression-era Kansas and the meaning of friendship." --The New York Times Book Review
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Paperback: 208 pages
出版社：St. Martin's Griffin; 1st edition (1996)
ISBN-13: 978-0312147013
Amazon評鑑：[image: image4.png]


 (85)
故事發生在30年代的堪薩斯州，當時那兒發生了一場大火，把地裏的莊稼全燒光了，人們找不到工作，日子十分艱難。主人公是一個年輕的農家婦女，對她來說，每個星期最興奮的時間，就是波斯泡菜俱樂部的聚會。當地的婦女們聚在一起，彼此交流聽到的傳言，並一起做些縫紉活。後來，一個新加入的成員揭示了一個秘密，於是俱樂部裏的女人們只得抱成一團，互相支持和保護…….

Review
"A colorful exploration of Depression-era Kansas and the meaning of friendship." --The New York Times Book Review


"An endearing story that depicts small-town eccentricities with affection and adds dazzle with some late-breaking surprises. Dallas hits all the right notes, combining an authentic look at the social fabric of Depression-era life with a homespun suspense story." --Publishers Weekly

"Affecting...A book about how times can never be so hard that they can't be eased when people come together." --Denver Post
-- Review 

Review
"A colorful exploration of Depression-era Kansas and the meaning of friendship." --The New York Times Book Review

"An endearing story that depicts small-town eccentricities with affection and adds dazzle with some late-breaking surprises. Dallas hits all the right notes, combining an authentic look at the social fabric of Depression-era life with a homespun suspense story." --Publishers Weekly

"Affecting...A book about how times can never be so hard that they can't be eased when people come together." --Denver Post


Product Description
It is the 1930s, and hard times have hit Harveyville, Kansas, where the crops are burning up, and there's not a job to be found. For Queenie Bean, a young farm wife, a highlight of each week is the gathering of the Persian Pickle Club, a group of local ladies dedicated to improving their minds, exchanging gossip, and putting their quilting skills to good use. When a new member of the club stirs up a dark secret, the women must band together to support and protect one another. In her magical, memorable novel, Sandra Dallas explores the ties that unite women through good times and bad.
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