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【關於Cornelia Nixon】
Cornelia Nixon是Mills學院英語與創作教授，曾獲許多獎項，包括兩次歐亨利獎（O.Henry Adward）、兩次小推車獎（Pushcart Prizes）、尼爾森‧愛格林獎（Nelson Algren Award，每年由芝加哥論壇報頒發給優秀短篇小說家的獎）與Carl Sandburg 文學獎。現居加州。

Praise for Cornelia Nixon

“Nixon has a thoroughly original voice, a voice that moves fluently from the poetic to the visceral, from the absurd to the mundane . . . [She is] wonderfully talented.”—Michiko Kakutani, New York Times Book Review
“[Nixon writes] delicious and remarkable books . . . She’s a terrifically gifted storyteller and a wonderful and surprising writer.” —Robert Hass

【關於此書】

是什麼使得她會當著眾人面前槍殺摯愛的未婚夫？

作者根據自己真實的家族故事改編。

故事發生在馬里蘭因南北戰爭造成對立的小鎮裡，小說的開頭，1969年Martha Jane Cairnes當著50個人面前殺了她深愛的未婚夫。慘案發生後四個證人對慘案的描繪。接著為瞭解慘案的發生原因進而將故事回溯至1965年南方聯盟投降的六天後，Martha愛上北方聯盟的Nicholas，但Martha親愛的哥哥是南方聯盟。由Martha Jane Cairnes與Nicholas McComas相繼敘述，再回到1969年從多位證人的角度描繪。
這個特別的故事透過不同角色的觀點敘述。政治與社會分隔的力量竟如此巨大，屬於不同陣營的兩人相愛註定成為悲劇～

About the Book

A masterful reimagining of a tragic love affair and murder in a rural Maryland town still divided by the Civil War

Based on a true story from the author’s family history, Jarrettsville begins in 1869, amid chaos and confusion in the moments following Martha Jane Cairnes’s murder of her fiance in front of fifty witnesses and former Union militia members.
To find out why she killed him, the story steps back to 1865, six days after the Confederate surrender, when President Lincoln has just been killed by John Wilkes Booth. Booth belongs to the same Rebel militia as Martha’s hotheaded brother Richard, who has gone missing. Martha is loyal to her brother

but in love with Nicholas McComas, a local hero of the Union cause. Their affair is fraught with echoes of the bloody conflict just ended and destined to be divided by it.
Set in northern Maryland, six miles below the Mason- Dixon line—where brothers literally fought on opposing sides, and former slave-owners live next door to abolitionists and freedmen—Jarrettsville uses as a backdrop the most precarious and contentious era in American history. Such tension proves key to Martha’s motives in killing the man she loves, and why— astonishingly—she is soon acquitted by a jury of her peers.

Told from several perspectives, Jarrettsville is an unforgettable experience, and Nixon’s best book yet.
About the Author http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornelia_Nixon
Cornelia Nixon, Professor of English and Creative Writing at Mills College has written two novels, Now You See It and Angels Go Naked, as well as a book of literary criticism. She has published stories in numerous publications, and has won two O. Henry Awards, two Pushcart Prizes, a Nelson Algren Prize, and the Carl Sandburg Award for Fiction. She lives in Berkeley, California.
Nixon is working on both a surfing novel and a memoir.
Awards
· Nelson Algren Award, Chicago Tribune (1988) 

· Carl Sandburg Award in Fiction (1991) 

· National Endowment for the Arts (1992) 

· O. Henry Awards, Prize Stories (1995) 

· Pushcart Prize (1995) 

Praise for Now You See It

“With great aplomb Ms. Nixon conceals her art and lets her grand themes . . . unfold themselves naturally . . . [She] is an exceptionally gifted and accomplished writer.” —Wall Street Journal

“[Nixon’s] writing is so pleasing that there were dozens of moments that made me shake my head with admiration and jealousy . . . Nixon has captured the confusion of our lives and of our struggles

in a magically dreamlike way.” —Mademoiselle







